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      Madame Butterfly III, ink on Nepal paper, 300 x 120 cm                Madame Butterfly I, ink on Nepal paper, 300 x 120 cm 
 
An elegiac but emphatic tranquillity is the atmosphere given by the works of Marco Del Re, which will take hold, 
with audacity and sensitiveness, the rooms of the Gallery. Actually, from September 24th to November 21st, through 
large paintings and sculptures in bronze, Marco Del Re reveals us a powerful and imposing work.  
 
First of all, the series of the large works on paper, named Madame Butterfly (300 x 120 cm) impress with the 
simplicity of a strong black and yellow bichromie, without overwhelming despite the monumental aspect. Always 
inspired by the famous Italian opera from Giacomo Pucini, la Suite Pinkerton (160 x 120 cm), show in different way 
the face of this well-known geisha. Through this theme, Marco Del Re imagines very beautiful faces on ink drawing 
on Nepal paper, in the style of the cut images from Matisse. 
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  Assyrian modern, bronze, 2009, 110 x 70 x 63 cm                      Byzantine modern, bronze, 2009, 90 x 75 x 67 cm 

 
In the interest of expression through new media, Marco Del Re has chosen the creation of sculptures to give a new 
angle to this perception of form and volume. Through these sculptures, Marco Del Re offers a new study of his 
works. By the use of the artist’s preferred images, he creates an original project, which can be appreciated from 
different angles or considered as a whole. The sculptures, which will be exhibited at the Maeght Gallery this 
autumn, show broad faces with a frozen but serene look. Their hieratic attitudes with affixed and faraway stare 
remind the viewer of byzantine and Assyrian ornate sculpture. These polished bronze works, which were forged in 
Italy, were executed in the same colors as the stone of roman temples which refer back to Etruscan and Greek 
history. 
 
All the works that will be exhibited show the artist’s background. They retrace his classical studies in Latin and 
Greek at the Ecole Européenne in Brussels, and at the School of Architecture in Rome. This results in a style 
situated between classical tradition, oriental art and modern painting. Del Re takes his inspiration from literature 
and mythology, from the origins of art and its history. 
 
« I would like to quote Alberto Savinio, the brother of De Chirico who, more or less, said that all art that does not 
connect to the past is boring and vulgar. Having said that, to each his own way of conversing with the past. As far 
as I am concerned, it is like a foundation. We could also cite a book by Aby Warburg, brilliant and unfinished, which 
should have been called Mnemosyne. In the first few decades of the XX Century, he was thought to have collected 
two thousand images relative to the history of the human esthetic thought. That is in a way what became the 
Musée Imaginaire by Malraux. I think that this is in this perspective that we should see and considered these 
historical reemergences and these citations, which often appear, in my work.» 
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